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construction was interesting. The main wings were
of box-type with a covered square fuselage pro-
jecting forward and carrying another small form
of box-kite construction which was pivoted at its
centre. The whole conception was excellent. The
engine was fitted in the rear of the fuselage, driving
' pusher' screws which revolved at the trailing edges
of the main planes. Santos-Dumont had to stand in
front of and close to the leading edge of the main planes.

Two other early pioneers whom I met were Farman
and Bleriot. The former was actually an Englishman
although he lived and carried out his flying experi-
ments in France. His early machines were, like those
of Santos-Dumont, made with box-like construction
of the main planes with a smaller box-kite behind
and a single surface small plane in front. This front
plane was used for rising and descending, and was
pivoted. The tail plane was held rigid on four booms
which were braced. Later Farman developed ailerons,
being, I think, the first person to do so.

I met Farman at the Blackpool Meeting in 1909,
where he was one of the leading figures, having made
a great name for himself by his pioneer flights which
attracted world-wide attention. He expressed astonish-
ment at the lightness of my machine, which was very
much lighter than his own.

Bleriot I found to be a very charming man, and,
incidentally, had a very pretty daughter, to whom he
introduced me the last time we met. As, however,
he spoke no English and I cannot speak French, it
made things difficult in carrying on a conversation,
even with the assistance of an interpreter. Undoubtedly
his crossing of the English Channel by air in 1909 was
one of the great landmarks in the history of aviation,
and it was from that day that our country really lost
its insular security which protection the sea had given
us through so many centuries.